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PRESS RELEASE – BLACK SEPTEMBER FOR INDIAN MEN in 2018 
 
Men Welfare Trust (Regd NGO) is part of Save Indian Family (SIF) Movement which is the biggest representative of Men’s 
Rights Movement of India. SIF is a conglomerate of over 40 NGOs across India & Abroad, working tirelessly to bring Human 
respect for Male Gender in India. SIF has been working for Empowerment of Men at Legal, Policy, Health, Budgeting level. 
SIF works with huge amount of representations to the Government of India to help and support Men in distress and also 
takes actions on various Policy making decision of the Government, effecting the health and security of Male Gender. SIF 
operates over 40 NGOs and conduct weekly Support group meetings at over 30 places in India, 5 places outside India. In 
addition, SIF also runs multiple Websites, Blogs, Email support groups and even Whatsapp First Aid groups to help and 
support Indian men and boys. SIF runs the world’s largest Private Helpline for Men in Distress, “SIF One”, which gets over 
6000 calls every month. SIF One Android Mobile app also allows Men/Boys in distress to connect with SIF. 
September 2018 would always be remembered as BLACK SEPTEMBER in the lives of Indian Men. 
 
This Month, India witnessed 2 major blows to the rights and dignity of men because of following: 

 Hon’ble Supreme Court reviewed it’s own Judgement of “Rajesh Sharma vs State of UP” and removes “Family 
Welfare Committee” in cases dealing with Matrimonial Cruelty u/s IPC 498A 

 Central Government cleared “The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Ordinance 2018” 
Announcing giving Triple Talaq BY HUSBAND ONLY as Non-Bailable offence along with other penalties too 

 
Both the above announcements/judgments have used the same Statement as the reasoning for making/changing the pre-
September 2018 scenario. 
Whereas the Hon’ble Supreme Court used the logic that “since it is impermissible, hence we are removing it”; the Central 
Government’s action reads, “though it is impermissible, we are still making it more draconian”. 
 
 
SUPREME COURT REVIEWS “FAMILY WELFARE COMMITTEE” w.r.t. Rajesh Sharma vs State of UP: 
 
A three Judges bench of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, headed by the Chief Justice of India, removed the Family Welfare 
Committees (FWC) which were made as per the guidelines issued by a 2 Judges Bench of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in 
the matter of “Rajesh Sharma vs State of UP”. The Hon’ble Supreme Court said that such guidelines or committee cannot 
be made by Judiciary. 
MWT expresses it’s grief on the review done by the Court for following reasons: 

 Mediation inside Mahila Thana or CAW Cells was always a very Anti-Male procedure, which was generally done 
more as forced interrogation and not reconciliation/Mediation process. FWC was filling this gap by making the 
process more Humane and unbiased for a Husband. 

 The earlier judgment has already taken the work of reviewing the same Guidelines within 6 months so any further 
review ought not have been taken up. 

 FWC was helpful to a great extent as it was able to bring down the load of the Indian Courts for False Matrimonial 
cases and plethora of Anticipatory Bail cases. 

 FWC was also able to ensure that IPC 498A, which has earned it’s nicknames of Legal Terrorism, Assassin’s Weapon 
and similar names by the magnitude of it’s misuse, is to some extent controlled in unnecessarily dragging innocent 
Husband and Families into Criminal Procedure on basis of mere allegations. 

 
The Hon’ble Supreme Court also removed the part of earlier order which allowed the Magistrate to not force all accused 
to be present in person in IPC 498A. Removal of this clause as well brings in lot of Harassment to IPC 498A accused, who 
are already fighting a Criminal case, which has lowest conviction rate of about 12% and highest misuse rate as well. 
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The Hon’ble Supreme Court agreed on the huge amount of misuse of IPC 498A and also referred to Justice Malimath 
Committee report along with Rajya Sabha Committee report and talked about the need to curb the menace of misuse, it 
still ventured out to close FWC. 
FWC was not the first time that Hon’ble Supreme Court has formed quasi-Judicial Committees. It had done the same in 
various other judgments including the judgments of Vishakha (Workplace Harassment), Delhi sealing drive committee 
along with many others. So making a FWC was very much constitutional, if making ICC in Vishakha Judgment or making of 
Sealing Committee in Sealing drive in Delhi was constitutional. 
MWT is evaluating various legal options on the review judgment. 
 
 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PASSED THE TRIPLE TALAQ ORDINANCE: 
 
India has now become the first country across the globe where a man could be jailed for a Civil dispute of Divorce. This 
reality has now happened for Muslim men and without knowing the details, implications of the same, it is unfortunate 
that such an Ordinance has been pushed onto Indian Men. 
As per the Ordinance, a man can be jailed for 3 years for giving instantaneous Triple Talaq (talaq-e-biddat) either orally, 
written, electronic form or any other manner whatsoever. 
This Ordinance was absolutely wrongly conceived since the Hon’ble Supreme Court has already held talaq-e-biddat as 
Unconstitutional in Shayara Bano vs Union of India. When this particular Triple Talaq is void ab-initio, bringing in Penal 
provision is absolutely unacceptable. 
Also, Divorce/Talaq are civil laws and remedies. By the Ordinance, Divorce cases have been moved out of Ambit of Family 
Courts and thus the concept of Family Court has been questioned. 
This Ordinance has far reaching implications on Indian Society: 

- Inspite of specific sections dealing with Maintenance and Custody of the Child, the Ordinance brings in clear 
violation of the Constitution of India via this Double Jeopardy 

- This Ordinance actually means that a Muslim Husband can be Jailed for filing a wrong Divorce Petition (talaq-e-
biddat, post Supreme Court Judgment, is a Wrong Divorce Petition as it is void ab-initio) 

- Once a Husband is Jailed, does the Ordinance save a family? Is it right to expect OR FORCE a Husband to stay with 
a wife who got the person Jailed? 

MWT strongly opposes this Ordinance and requests the government to withdraw this Ordinance to maintain the sanctity 
of Civil Law which governs marital relationships. 
 
 
Men Welfare Trust, thus, would be taking following actions: 

1. Evaluate the Legal options to challenge the “Social Action Forum for Manav Adhikar and another vs Union of 
India” [Writ Petition (Civil) No. 73 of 2015] 

2. Reach out to all the Members of Parliament to not pass “The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 
Ordinance, 2018 by sharing detailed response to the said Ordinance 

3. Submit Memorandums to the Government for Formation of “National Commission for Men” so that Men have a 
Constitutional body which could be much more proactive to take care of the rights and dignity of Men and Boys. 

 
 
Amit Lakhani     Ritwik Bisaria     Wasif Ali 
President     Vice President     General Secretary 
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