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MEMORANDUM

To:

From:
Men Welfare Trust (MWT) and Save Family Foundation (SFF)

Subject:
Urgent Appeal for Establishment of a National Commission for Men and Systemic Reforms
Following the Tragic Suicide of Atul Subhash and Ensuring Gender-Neutral Laws

Honourable Sir/Madam,

We, the undersigned concerned citizens of India, are writing to express our deep concern
regarding the lack of a dedicated national body to address the growing challenges faced by men
in India, particularly within the family and legal system. While women have the National
Commission for Women to safeguard their rights and address their concerns, men lack a similar
platform.

The recent tragic suicide of Atul Subhash, a 34-year-old techie from Bengaluru, highlights the
urgent need for such a commission. Subhash's suicide note detailed the relentless harassment
and extortion he faced from his estranged wife and her family, who filed nine cases against him,
including false accusations of dowry demands, domestic violence, and even murder. This case is
not an isolated incident. It tragically underscores the systemic failures that leave men vulnerable
to harassment, false accusations, and legal exploitation within the Indian justice system.

The Men Welfare Trust (MWT) and Save Family Foundation (SFF), are registered NGO
dedicated to men's rights, and receives approximately 6,000 calls on its all-India helpline
(8882498498) from men and their families facing distress. The organization has documented
numerous cases of men being falsely accused and subjected to legal battles. It advocates for
gender-neutral laws and policies, contending that current laws often discriminate against men.
The Trust highlights that dowry, maintenance and other women centric laws, while intended to
protect women, have been misused against men, leading to their harassment and even suicide.

This concern is further substantiated by the NCRB suicide report of 2022, which reveals that the
number of suicide deaths among married men is 2.73 times higher than that of married women.
This alarming statistic underscores the gravity of the situation and the urgent need to address the
issues faced by men in India.
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The case of Atul Subhash also raises serious concerns about the integrity of the judiciary.
Subhash accused a family court judge of demanding a bribe, highlighting the urgent need for
greater transparency and accountability within the judicial system.

It is important to note that while the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Sakshya Bill, and
Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita were recently introduced, they have now been replaced with
the original names of the laws: the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the Indian Evidence Act, and the
Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).

Despite this reversion, the need for gender-neutral laws remains crucial. Many provisions within
these laws, including those related to marriage, divorce, and domestic violence, still
disproportionately affect men. This situation violates Articles 14, 15, and 21 of the Indian
Constitution, which guarantee equality before the law, prohibit discrimination based on gender,
and protect the right to life and liberty. The absence of a National Commission for Men further
exacerbates this inequality.

In light of this, we urge you to consider the following:

1. Establish a National Commission for Men: With alarming statistics indicating over
120,000 male suicides annually, this commission would serve as a dedicated platform
for addressing men's issues, including:

e Protection of Fundamental Rights: To investigate cases of violation of men's
fundamental rights and take steps to safeguard them.

e False Accusations: Providing support and legal aid to men facing false accusations of
dowry harassment, domestic violence, and other crimes.

e Recognising Domestic Violence on Men: Offering shelter, counseling, and legal
assistance to male victims of domestic violence.

e Divorce and Child Custody: Ensuring fair representation and support for men during
divorce and child custody proceedings.

e Suicide Prevention: Implementing programs and helplines specifically designed to
address the high suicide rate among men.

e Mental Health Support: Improving access to mental health resources for men facing
challenges related to family issues and legal battles.

e Public Awareness: Launching campaigns to raise awareness about men's issues, promote
gender equality in family matters, and educate the public about the misuse of laws.

2. Ensure Gender-Neutral Laws: It is high time to amend, review, and reform existing
laws related to sexual violence, dowry, and maintenance, including the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act. It is essential to ensure that these laws are
gender-neutral and protect all victims of domestic violence, regardless of gender. Men
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should also be granted the same fundamental rights as women. The Constitution provides
all citizens with the Right to Equality (Article 14), Rights against Exploitation (Articles
23-24), and the Right to Constitutional Remedies (Article 32), among others. Unfair laws
can never bring fairness to society; they only destroy social harmony, leading to increased
hate, violence, and crime. The law must treat everyone equally and not discriminate
against any citizen based on their gender. To achieve this, it is necessary to replace the
terms 'husband/wife' with 'spouse' and 'man/woman' with 'person' in the laws.

3. Judicial Accountability, Expeditious and Impartial Investigation: We insist on an
immediate, thorough, and unbiased investigation into the circumstances surrounding Mr.
Subhash's passing. This investigation demands transparency and accountability for all
involved. Implement stricter measures to combat judicial corruption and ensure everyone
is held accountable, regardless of position.

We implore your immediate intervention and decisive action to address these critical issues,
prevent further tragedies like that of Atul Subhash, and ensure a just and equitable society for
all citizens, not just one gender. We believe that establishing a National Commission for Men is
a crucial step in this direction, and we are committed to working with the government to
achieve this goal.

For any further information or to arrange a meeting for a detailed representation and elaboration
on these matters, kindly give opportunity to Men Welfare Trust (MWT) and Save Family
Foundation (SFF).

We expect prompt response and commitment to meaningful action.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Best Regards,

Priyash Bhargava
+91 9810072702
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